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Elementary Memorial DayBonus 

Bonus Lesson

Bonus Lesson: Memorial Day 
Psalm 35:27; Deuteronomy 4:9; Joshua 4:18; John 15:13; Luke 22:19 

�Bible Point 
We remember people 
who died for us.

Key Verse
“But give great joy to 
those who came to 
my defense. Let them 
continually say, ‘Great is 
the Lord, who delights 
in blessing his servant 
with peace!’ ” (Psalm 
35:27).

Weaving Faith  
Into Life 
Remembrance is 
an important theme 
in the Bible. The 
Israelites set up stones 
of remembrance 
after crossing the 
Jordan River. At the 
Last Supper, Jesus 
asked his disciples 
to continue to eat the 
bread and drink from 
the cup to remember 
his sacrifice. Memorial 
Day is a time set aside 
for remembering, too. 
These activities help 
kids reflect on and 
honor those who’ve 
died to protect them—
including Jesus.

LESSON WHAT KIDS DO SUPPLIES EASY PREP 
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Getting 
Started

Pretzel Sparklers    
(about 10 min.)
Kids celebrate Memorial 
Day with festive pretzel 
sparklers.

Bible, large pretzel 
rods, whipped topping 
or white frosting, red 
and blue decorative 
sugar, paper plates

Movement Memory    
(about 10 min.)
Kids are challenged to 
use their brains in this 
engaging game.

Bible

2

Bible 
Exploration

Stones of 
Remembrance   
(about 10 min.)
Kids set up a stone 
memorial as a way to 
thank Jesus and others 
for their sacrifices.

Bible, large rock, tarp, 
fine-tip permanent 
markers, stones

Set up a tarp in the corner 
of the room, and write 
“People Who've Died for 
Us” on the large rock. Set 
the rock out of sight.

Remembered    
(about 10 min.)
Kids perform a skit 
about a boy who 
remembers fallen 
heroes.

3 copies of the 
“Remembered Script” 
(at the end of this 
lesson), room divider 
(can be a sheet hung 
between 2 poles), 
bouquet of flowers

3

Weaving 
Faith  

Into Life

We Will Not Forget   
(about 20 min.)
Kids perform a skit 
about a boy who 
remembers fallen heros.

red, white, and blue 
decorative objects, 
such as buttons, 
ribbon, fabric scraps, 
streamers, and craft 
foam shapes; large 
white bedsheet; black, 
red, and blue fabric 
markers; craft glue

Use a black fabric marker 
to draw an outline of the 
U.S. flag on the bedsheet.

ELEMENTARY 
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HOLIDAY BACKGROUND  
FOR LEADERS

DID YOU KNOW...

The very first Memorial Day was on May 30, 1868. 
People placed flowers on the graves of Union 
and Confederate soldiers during the first national 
celebration. General James Garfield made a speech 
at Arlington National Cemetery, after which 5,000 
participants decorated the graves of more than 20,000 
Union and Confederate soldiers buried there.

Red poppies are recognized as the Memorial Day 
flower, inspired by a World War I era John McCrae 
poem, “In Flanders Fields.”

DID YOU KNOW...

On the Thursday before Memorial Day, soldiers from 
the 3rd U.S. Infantry (The Old Guard) place small 
American flags at each of the more than 260,000 
gravestones at Arlington National Cemetery. They 
patrol the cemetery 24 hours a day during the weekend 
to ensure that each flag remains standing.



ElementaryMemorial Day

4

Bonus

 GETTING
                STARTED

Pretzel Sparklers  

What You’ll Do 
Welcome kids warmly as they arrive, and ask them how their week went.
 
Give each child a pretzel rod, and help kids cover the pretzels with frosting or whipped 
topping. 

Say: This week, we’re celebrating Memorial Day. Memorial Day is a day  WE 
REMEMBER PEOPLE WHO DIED FOR US, especially those who died serving in the 
military.

Ask: 
  n Tell about someone you know who’s served in the military.
  n What are good things military heroes have done for us?

Read Psalm 35:27. Say: We want to celebrate those who’ve defended our country. 
Sometimes people use sparklers to celebrate Memorial Day. Let’s make pretzel 
sparklers to remind us of people who sacrifice so much to keep our country safe. 
Help the kids sprinkle their pretzels with the red and blue sugars. Say: I’m going to pray 
for our snack. When I pause, you can say the name of anyone you know who’s 
served our country so we can thank God for that person and the sacrifice he or she 
made to protect and serve us.

Pray: Dear God, we thank you for keeping our country safe. And we thank you 
for the people who’ve served in the military to defend our country, some even 
giving the ultimate sacrifice with their lives. We thank you for (pause to let kids fill in 
names). And we thank you that you gave your life for us, too. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Movement Memory   

What You’ll Do 
Stand in a large circle. Say: Be careful! Watch closely so you don’t forget the things 
your eyes have seen. Don’t let them slip from your heart—as long as you live!

Say your full name, first and last, while doing some kind of unique movement. For 
example, you could say your name while lifting your right leg and hitting your knee with 
your hand for every syllable. 

Pretzel Sparklers  
Supplies

Bible
large pretzel rods
whipped topping or 
white frosting

red and blue decorative 
sugar

paper plates 

Movement Memory  
Supplies

Bible
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Say: Now let’s teach these to our children and to their children after them. Have the 
person to your right repeat your name and action, then say his or her full name and add 
one unique action. Continue around the circle, having kids each repeat the names and 
actions of everyone before them, then adding their own names and actions.

Talk With Kids  
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
  n What was easy or hard about remembering everyone’s name and action?
  n What kinds of things do you think it’s important to remember about loved   

 ones?
 
Read aloud Deuteronomy 4:9. Say: This Scripture is Moses talking to the people of 
Israel, asking them to follow the Ten Commandments that God just gave him. He 
was urging the people to never forget what they’ve seen and to teach their kids 
and their kids’ kids all about God. It was very important for them to remember 
what Moses told them. In the same spirit, Memorial Day is a time for us to 
remember those who’ve fought and died for our country and our freedoms.  WE 
REMEMBER PEOPLE WHO DIED FOR US and celebrate that they were willing to 
die for other people’s freedoms. 

2  BIBLE 
             EXPLORATION

Stones of Remembrance   

What You’ll Do 
Say: On Memorial Day, we remember people who’ve served each of us by 
protecting our country. And we remember the sacrifices of people who died 
protecting our country. 

Think silently about someone who made a sacrifice for you. Maybe it’s something 
small, like letting you have the last brownie. Or maybe it’s something bigger, like a 
friend who gave you his favorite toy.

As kids think, distribute a stone and marker to each child. Say: In the Bible, people 
sometimes used a pile of stones to remember something special. In Joshua 4, 
God helped the Israelites get across the Jordan River. To remember what God did 
for them, the Israelites made a pile of 12 stones by the river. Let’s remember the 
sacrifices you thought of just now the same way. Write or draw about the sacrifice 
someone made for you on your stone. When you’ve finished, you can come up and 
set the stone on the tarp.

Stones of 
Remembrance  
Supplies

Bible
large rock
tarp
fine-tip permanent 
markers

stones

Stones of 
Remembrance  
Easy Prep

Set up a tarp in the 
corner of the room, and 
write “People Who’ve 
Died for Us” on the 
large rock. Set the rock 
out of sight.
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After kids have all set their stones on the tarp, read John 15:13. Bring out the large rock, 
and set it in front of the pile of stones. Say: There’s one sacrifice that Jesus said was 
the greatest of all—giving up your life for someone else. This big rock helps us  
 REMEMBER PEOPLE WHO DIED FOR US, who made a great sacrifice to keep 
our country safe. And it helps us remember that Jesus also gave his life for us. 

Talk With KIds  
Lead kids in this discussion.

Ask: 
  n What are some things you can do to remember what members of the   

 military have done for you?
  n What are some things you can do to remember what Jesus has done for   

 you?

Say: One thing you can do is keep adding to the rock pile. Anytime someone makes 
a sacrifice for you or God does something really amazing in your life, you can write 
it on a stone and add it to our pile here. Place blank stones and permanent markers 
by the pile so kids can add to it anytime.

Remembered   

What You’ll Do 
The stage can be divided by either a free-standing room divider or a sheet hung 
between two poles. Visually, it should look as though the boy is going to a memorial wall 
of some kind and the soldiers are behind it—but the audience can see both the boy and 
the soldiers. 

Choose three kids to play the roles of Soldier 1, Soldier 2, and Boy. Give these kids the 
script found at the end of this lesson to read and act out.

3  WEAVING FAITH 
                               INTO LIFE

We Will Not Forget  

What You’ll Do 
Say: Memorial Day is a time  WE REMEMBER PEOPLE WHO DIED FOR US and 
for our country. The first person who ever died just for you was Jesus. Just before 
he died, Jesus served his disciples a final meal and told them to continue the 
practice in his memory with a special meal. He told them, “Do this in remembrance 
of me” (Luke 22:19). Let’s make a special banner to remember the people who’ve 
died for our country.

Remembered 
Supplies

3 copies of the 
“Remembered Script” 
(at the end of this 
lesson)

room divider (can be a 
sheet hung between 2 
poles)

bouquet of flowers

We Will Not Forget 
Supplies

red, white, and blue 
decorative objects, 
such as buttons, 
ribbon, fabric scraps, 
streamers, and craft 
foam shapes

large white bedsheet
black, red, and blue 
fabric markers

craft glue

We Will Not Forget 
Easy Prep

Use a black fabric 
marker to draw an 
outline of the U.S. flag 
on the bedsheet.
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1. Have kids decorate the sheet with the red, white, and blue objects to make the shape 
of the U.S. flag. 

2. Have kids fill in the red and blue parts of the flag by using the fabric markers to write 
the names from the list of people they know who died in the line of duty. 

3. Have one child use a fabric marker to write the words “We Will Not Forget” above or 
below the flag. 

4. Have all kids sign their names by those words to show their thanks for the sacrifice.
5. Put the mural on display in your church lobby to appreciate veterans and families of 

people who died in combat.
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! OK
 TO COPY

SOLDIER ONE
You made it back, Private. Happy to see you’re still in 
one piece.

SOLDIER TWO
Quite a battle out there, Sir. Enemy attacked in the dead 
of night. We weren’t expecting it.

SOLDIER ONE
You were trained for this. Good work out there, soldier.

SOLDIER TWO
Thank you, Sir. (He sighs.)

SOLDIER ONE
Something on your mind?

SOLDIER TWO
Sometimes I just wonder what we’re doing this for, Sir.

SOLDIER ONE
We’re fighting the enemy, preserving the greater good.

SOLDIER TWO
But for what, Sir? No one seems to remember that 
we’re here. They go on with their lives back home and 
we’re over here—fighting this war.

SOLDIER ONE
Well, you’re right about that, Private—but we don’t 
focus on that. We do our best.

SOLDIER TWO
Our best. (He sighs.) Yes, Sir.

Just then, a BOY enters. He is carrying a bouquet of 
flowers. He kneels down facing the divider as if he’s 
visiting a memorial wall. He situates the flowers on the 
floor and runs his hand along the divider.

BOY
Private Harold Taylor.

SOLDIER TWO
Did you hear that, Sir?

SOLDIER ONE
What’s that, Private?

SOLDIER TWO
Someone just said my name, Sir.

BOY
Private Taylor, my daddy says you’re a hero.

SOLDIER TWO
Me? A hero?

BOY
He says you were my great-grandpa, and you fought 
in a terrible war. He said you saved lots of people. 
They gave you a shiny purple heart. It’s a medal, and it 
means you did a really good job.

SOLDIER TWO
A purple heart? Me?

BOY
Daddy told me it’s Memorial Day, and he brought us to 
visit you—he makes sure we always remember what 
you did for us and for our country. Because if it weren’t 
for people like you, we wouldn’t be able to do things 
like worship God in church on Sunday.

SOLDIER TWO smiles warmly.

BOY
So these flowers are for you…to say “thanks.” And to 
tell you that even though I never got to meet you, I’ll 
never forget you. I’m going to tell my own kids all about 
you someday. (Pause, and then whispering) You’re my 
hero, Grandpa.

SOLDIER TWO turns back to SOLDIER ONE.

SOLDIER ONE
Sometimes, soldier, they do remember.

Remembered Script
SOLDIER ONE moves to one side of the divider. SOLDIER TWO enters behind SOLDIER ONE and they salute 
each other.


